
Moodle Dataform

Entry Choice
 

(Dataform 2.7.3, 2.8.1)
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Purpose

● With the entry choice feature the teacher can 
allow students to choose and take ownership 
on predefined entries.

● Uses:
– Selecting preferred assignment from a given set.

– Registering to sessions.

– Etc.



 3/18

Usage

● The pattern [[EAU:assignme]] of the Entry Author field, 
displays 'Assign me' and 'Unassign me' buttons in 
applicable entries.

● By clicking the 'Assign me' button the student 
becomes the entry owner.

● By clicking the 'Unassign me' button the student 
returns ownership to the teacher.

● Students can assign to entries up to the max entries 
as configured in the activity settings.

● Students cannot assign themselves to entries already 
owned by other students. 
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Steps

1. Create a Dataform activity for entry choice.

2. Add an entries for the students to select.

3. Students enter the activity and assign 
themselves to entries.
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1. Create the Dataform activity

● Fields
– No special fields are required for the entry choice 

function.

– You can add fields for providing info on the 
project/assignment as needed.

– You can add fields for grading if the 
project/assignment will be graded.
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1. Create the Dataform activity

● Views
– It may be useful to have separate views for 

● Adding the predefined entries (Teacher access only)
● Entries selection where students can select entries.
● Project view where students can work on the selected 

entries. This view can be filtered to show only the current 
student's entries.

– Add other views as required.
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2. Add entries for selection

● Add entries for students' selection.
● You can use the CSV view to bulk import 

entries.
● You can also use the ##addnewentries## 

pattern, to add multiple new entries in one go.
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3. Students choose entries

● Logged in as a student
– Enter the activity.

– Go to the entries selection view.

– Click the 'Assign me' button of an entry to select 
this entry.

– If you want to change your selection, click the 
'Unassign me' button of the entry. Then click the 
'Assign me' button of another entry.

– Note: entries that do not have an 'Assign me' button 
have already been selected by other students.
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4. Illustration

● A Dataform activity set to max 2 entries.
● 5 predefined entries entered by the teacher.
● Student 1 selects 2 entries.
● Student 1 selects 2 entries.
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4. Student 1 has not yet selected any entries.
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4. In the Selection view Student 1 can select available entries.
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4.
Student 1 selected Slots 1 and 5. Since the activity is set to max 2 
entries, all the other entries become unavailable for this student. The 
student can change his/her selection by unassigning him/her self 
from a slot and selecting another one.
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4.
Student 1 can now see the selected entries in the Project entries 
view.
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4. Student 2 has not yet selected any entries.
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4.
In the Selection view Student 2 can select available entries. Slots 1 
and 5 have already been selected by another student, and therefore 
unavailable.



 16/18

4.
Student 2 selected Slots 3 and 4. Since the activity is set to max 2 
entries, all the other entries become unavailable for this student. The 
student can change his/her selection by unassigning him/her self 
from a slot and selecting another one.



 17/18

4.
Student 2 can now see the selected entries in the Project entries 
view.
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Share

Create a preset and share.

Thank you!


